
   

 

           

   Nursery Rhyme coverage and progression - Reception  (4 - 5 year olds)     *links  

Revisit & repeat from   
(main) Nursery 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

 

 

Autumn 1 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Once I Caught a     

Fish Alive  

(Maths - counting forwards to 5) 
 

Autumn 2  

One, Two, Buckle my Shoe 
(Maths - Counting forwards to 

10) 
 

Spring 1 

The Wheels on the Bus  

(Literacy: Paddington) 
 

Spring 2 

Baa Baa Black Sheep  

(UTW; Easter) 
 

Summer 2 

The Grand Old Duke of York 

(Maths - Positional language)  

Row Row Row your boat 

(Literacy: What the Ladybird 

Heard at the Seaside) 
 

 

  

AUTUMN 1    

 

- Incy Wincy Spider Climbed up a Tree 
(Alternative Rhyme - Calendar/weather)  

- Days of the week (Calendar/days – with 
Makaton) 

- Monday’s Child (Calendar/days) 
- ABC song (Phonics - capital letters) 
- 5 little monkeys jumping on the bed 

(Maths; counting backwards from 5) 

- Pantosaurus (PSED/PANTS programme) 
- I'm a Little hedgehog (Autumn topic - 

links to hibernating) 
 

 

  

SPRING 1   
  

- Please Porridge Hot (Literacy text - 
Goldilocks) 

- BBC Goldilocks (Literacy text – Goldilocks/ 
Maths - bigger/smaller than) 

- Apples and Bananas (PSED - Healthy Eating) 
- Oranges and Lemons (PSED - Healthy Eating; 

Cultural capital – bells around London) 
- Hokey Cokey (PSED - body parts) 
- Two Tigers (UTW – Chinese New Year) 
- 10 in the Bed (Maths - Counting backwards 

from 10) 
         

  

SUMMER 1     

 
 

- My Bonnie lies over the ocean (Literacy 

- Snail & the whale) 

- Bobby Shafto (Literacy - Snail and the 

whale) 

- Over the Deep Blue Sea (Literacy - Snail 

and the Whale; Maths: positional 

language) 

- Baa, Baa Blue Sheep (Alternative 
rhyme) 

 
 

   

  

AUTUMN 2   
  

- One Potato, Two Potato (Maths - 
Counting forwards beyond 5) 

- 10 Green Bottles (Maths - 1 less)  
- If you’re happy and you know it (PSED - 

understanding feelings) 
- Hey Diddle Diddle (Literacy - poetry) 
- Twinkle, Twinkle Chocolate Bar 

(Alternative rhyme) 

 
 

 

  

SPRING 2     

 

- Mary had a little lamb (UTW - Easter) 

- Hot Cross Buns (UTW - Easter) 

- Spring is Here (UTW - Seasons) 

- Down in the Jungle (Literacy - Poetry) 

- The Animals Went in Two by Two (UTW – RE) 

- 5 little monkeys swinging in a tree (Alternative 

rhyme) 

 
 

  

SUMMER 2     

 

- 10 Fat Sausages (Maths - Counting 

backwards from 10 in 2s) 

- London Bridge (Literacy - Billy Goats 

Gruff; Cultural capital – London) 

- Let’s Go to the Beach (UTW - Seasons) 

- The Big Ship Sails (Literacy – What the 

Ladybird Heard at the Seaside) 

 

 

 


